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upon a reasonable area, and open "the remain-
der to civilized men, to law, to the church, and
to the school-house, instead of to the cattle
syndicates and corporations, either foreign or
domestic". He would give to the people fair
rates of transportation, and fair facilities for
getting their surplus to market.

In conclusion Weaver declared that the rea-
son why so little progress had been made is
seen in the fact that for twenty years every
branch of the government had been in the grasp
of monopoly. "When the people ask for an
adequate system of JEinance commensurate with
the wonderful energies of the nation, the bank-
ing corporations forbid it. When they ask for
a postal telegraph, another powerful corpora-
tion forbids that. When they ask that the cost
of transportation may be cheapened, another
hydra-headed being, more terrible than the
apocalyptic beast, rises up out of the land in-
stead of out of the sea. When the people want
cheap fuel and light, a confederation of monop-
olists show their teeth. When they ask that
their burdens of taxation may be lightened by
transferring a portion to the wealthy classes
through a graduated income tax, why then those
who have been shirking their share of the public
burdens rise up and declare with one voice that
such taxes are odious. When the whole coun-
try cries out for silver, up jumps a triple power,